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Minutes for the 11/07/08 Psi Chi/ Psychology Club Meeting

Alumni Panel mediated by Jessica Ware (Co-President of Psi Chi)

Speakers: Gwen Ferguson, Rebecca Mack, and Crystal Jones

Gwen Ferguson: Psychology Major while at C.S.U... She graduated in the spring of 2005.  Currently works at My Sister’s House as the Outreach Coordinator.  Position requires either a bachelor’s or a master’s degree in counseling.

Rebecca Mack:  Double major in Psychology and Communications while at C.S.U.  She graduated in the spring of 2005 and currently works in a children’s library.  Her job is to order juvenile books and work with children’s programming.

Crystal Jones:  Psychology major at C.S.U. and graduated in the Spring of 2004.  She is a social worker and is involved in human resources.  Jones is responsible for recruiting security workers for the Naval Weapons Station.  The position requires a Bachelor’s Degree and in the field experience.

Graduate School:

Ferguson went to Webster University and received her Master’s Degree in 2008.  For her it was a simple process and she had a good experience.  Her advice to students is to start looking into Graduate Schools as soon as possible.  Looking back, Ferguson wishes she could have done more internships while at Charleston Southern University.

Mack went into the field after graduating from C.S.U.  She got a part time job working as a children’s assistant at a library.  She eventually received her Master’s Degree from the University of South Carolina.  She describes the graduate school process as difficult, especially taking the G.R.E., but totally worth it.
Jones went into the field after graduating from C.S.U.  She got a position as a security guard at the Naval Weapons Station.  After a few years, she decided to do something more so she interviewed at P.A.R. (People Against Rape).   After spending some time in the non-profit organization world, she interviewed again at the Naval Weapons Station and got a job as Human Resources Officer.  Jones’s advice is you don’t have to stick to one field just because that is your major.  There is a bigger world out there.

Internships:

Ferguson did an internship at My Sister’s House while at Webster University.  Because of the internship it made finding a job easier because she knew the people she was interviewing for.  Ferguson knew that God was calling her to be a counselor.

Mack did two internships while at C.S.U.  One was for Psychology, while the other was for Communications.  She interned at the Carolina Pregnancy Center and even though she 
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now works at a library, she feels that it is a good way to figure out what works for you and what doesn’t. 
Jones did an internship that manly had to do with Sociology while she was at C.S.U.  She eventually switched to an internship at the Lowcountry Crisis Ministries.  According to Jones, the internship did not make or break her on what it is that she wanted to do.  It was a positive experience for her.

Favorite Classes:

Ferguson’s favorite class was Experimental Psychology and Abnormal Psychology because they were the most beneficial in her field.  After Experimental Psychology, writing papers was a piece of cake.

Mack’s favorite class was Study Abroad in Romania.  She studied various disorders and her final exam was making a scrapbook about her trip.

Jones’s favorite class was all the classes that Dr. Sinisi taught because they were a challenge and she likes a challenge.  

Advice for Undergrad Students:

Ferguson- research what career you are wanting to pursue and what Graduate school you want to go to.  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE!!!!

Mack-  take your time and figure out what it is that you want to do.

Jones- do not feel rushed.  Enjoy life and the opportunities that are given.

Questions from the students:

How many Graduate Schools did you apply to?

Ferguson- one

Mack- one

Jones- none

Are there interviews for Graduate School?

No

What is the best advice for money management?

Do not let the fear or worry of loans get you down.  If you feel like you are being called to got to a certain school, then go.  The money will provide itself.

What is the best strategy for studying the G.R.E.?

Ferguson was not required to take the G.R.E. when applying to Webster University.

Mack says that repetition is the key.  Make flashcards and take the practice test that is 
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provided.

Conspiracy?

The G.R.E. practice test is a whole lot harder than the actual test.
