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Psi Chi/Psychology Club Meeting  October 31,2008

Announcements:

· Homecoming is tomorrow and volunteers for concessions are needed

· Service project: Street Ministries are doing a neighborhood block party next Sunday November 9,2008

· Connections is next week

· Service project: collecting books for library on November 14, 2008

Lt. Rita Y. Shuler:

· Was with S.L.E.D. for 24 years.  Special Agent Forensic Photographer

· Before S.L.E.D. she worked in the medical field for 12 years as a x-ray technologist

· Has published two books

· S.L.E.D. is like a state police agency.  

· Provide assistance to the local Sheriff departments with anything.  Agents can be sent to assist in crimes.

· Shuler was a forensic photographer.

· Didn’t go to crime scenes unless it was high needed.  Evidence from the crime scene was brought to them most of the time.

· Shuler was sent to the Police Academy because she was one of the first female agents.

· Forensic Photograph: photographs that are documented records of the crime from how it was observed

· Every contact from an assailant leaves a small amount of  trace

· Can see visible or invisible evidence due to photography

· Photographs can be stored and retrieved if needed

Suicide of Not?

· Case where daughter called the police saying her mom committed suicide.

· Viewing the body, the police saw that the knife was put into the mom’s neck after she died.  

· It was not a suicide.  The daughter had killed the mom and had called the boyfriend asking for help.  He put the knife in the mom’s neck to make it look like a suicide.

· Gel Lift- rubberize adhesive material when placed over a dusty impression will transfer the impression onto the lift.

· Case: Bloody shoe print at crime scene.

· Amido Black Chemistry reacts with the blood making protein that can make the print more visible to the eye

· Pattern Impressions: trace patterns back to weapon

· Inmates will conceal weapons in their pelvis such as guns, lighters, and drug pipes.
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28 Days of Terror:

· In 1985, a girl was kidnapped  on a Saturday.  That following Monday morning at about 2:20 A.M. a call was made saying that they would get a letter from their daughter.  S.L.E.D. intercepted the letter and it was a farewell letter written by the girl.  S.L.E.D. looked for indentions from the writing.  The family started to get calls from the kidnapper on a regular basis.  Five days later he called giving the family directions on where to find her body.
· Two weeks later, 9 year old Debra was kidnapped.  She was playing with her brother.  Her family got a call a few days later stating where her body was.
· Wednesday June 26, 1985, The killer was a couple’s house sitter.  He was executed by electric chair in 1996.
· A.F.I.S.: Automated Fingerprint Identification System.  A storage system and retrieval computer system of finger prints, palm prints, and demographic data.
· 48 year old “Cold Case Solved”: In July of 1957, 4 teenagers were robbed and kidnapped.  One girl was raped and the man stole their 49 Ford, but got stopped at a red light.  He shot at two officers, but no one was killed.  Two finger prints were found on the steering wheel.  The case went cold in 1960.
· In September of 2002, a woman called stating that her uncle was bragging about killing someone.  Through the two fingerprints found at the crime scene in 1957 and a gunshot wound in the back, the cold case killer was convicted.  He had a wife, children , and grandchildren
· CODIS: Combine DNA Index System.  A DNA data base.
· In 1995, databases were being set up
Not Every Criminal goes to prison:

· Halloween Case: A car was found on the side of the road.  A couple was going to go park, found the car, and decided to look in.  They found a decomposed body with burn marks on the clothes.  The body had been buried and then dug back up.  Turns out that a woman was trying to flee the state because she had issues with the court.  She had found a grave, dug up the body, put it in her car, and set it on fire with her I.D. inside.  She faked her own death and it took a year for authorities to catch up with her.
· Shuler has published two books as a memorial to the victims.
· “Grab life…live everyday”
