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Gabriel Shahid has used his cultural experiences to shape who he is as  
a graphic designer.

 A Charleston Southern University alum and current East Coast AP Marketing 
social media and advertising graphics creator, Shahid has learned, in just  
a handful of years, how challenging the graphic design field really is. 

Graphic Design Alum Draws Inspiration 
from Culture, Faith, and Nature

Written by: Zanelle Willemse
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Shahid comes from a military family. He was born 
in Okinawa, Japan, where both of his parents were 
stationed at the time. When he was six months old, his 
family began their move back to the U.S. Shahid added 
that being aware of different cultures has definitely 
affected him artistically.

“Even though my time at Okinawa was brief, and not 
culturally impactful on my youth, it's brought about 
an interest and openness to other cultures; something 
that I can say has seeped into my graphic design style,” 
he said. 

Shahid describes himself as a relatively introverted 
child growing up, who knew, from a young age, that 
he would want to pursue something in graphic design. 
He explained that his love for the art spurred from 
comics, cartoons, and video games, which sparked 
and encouraged him to have a go at his own stories, 
characters, and designs. He said his family had always 
supported this passion of his and had continuously 
encouraged him to take his artistic talents and pursue 
a career in the design field.

Due to his introverted nature, Shahid said he had never 
given much thought to college. Prior to CSU, he worked 
on graphics for a video game with a friend, along with 
working on online banners for social media. Shahid said 
he pushed himself until he needed to dive in deeper. 

“I was always trying to find ways to improve myself, and 
after gaining some experience in some of the Adobe 
programs, I realized that I needed real training and a 
degree to make an actual career out of it,” he said. “I 
found a passion for the creative side of graphic design 
thanks to personal friends and the designers I enjoyed 
watching online.” 

Since he hadn’t given much thought to college, but knew 
he had to pursue a degree, Shahid was kind of stuck 
in a rut. He was seeking guidance on where to apply 
and found it in one of the places he least expected: his 
martial arts class. His instructor had mentioned CSU as 
the college they had sent both of their kids to, and after 
learning about the university’s graphic design program, 
Shahid said he was sold. An added bonus for him was 
that it was just close enough to home that he was able 
to commute and save money for later on in life. 

CSU also expanded Shahid’s understanding of what 
it meant to be a Christian. While he was raised in a 
Christian household, Shahid said, looking back, he had 
a generic knowledge of his faith. His time on the North 
Charleston campus expanded his love of Christ. 

“I met more people and was brought into a more 
diverse world of faith that focused on following Christ’s 
teachings with your heart, and not just your head,” 

he said, adding that he will carry the experience  
with him forever. 

After graduation, Shahid learned, quickly, the 
multifaceted nature of the graphic design industry. 
He explained that companies need graphic designers 
for a multitude of things, including, but not limited 
to, designing web pages, logos, advertisements, and 
communications materials. They also have to meet with 
clients to gain an understanding of what it is they are 
looking for, carefully select the size and characteristics 
of the designs, produce drafts to be reviewed by clients, 
and review and produce final products. 

Shahid said he knew that the job search would be 
competitive, and he went in knowing what companies 
are looking for. 

“The graphic design field is a highly sought-after 
market; the competition you face will be fierce and 
achieving the right job while convincing a company 
that your talents provide them with something of value, 
especially a small business with a tight budget. Once 
you do have a job, you enter a whole new challenge; 
learning how to apply your skills to become useful to 
your work environment,” he said.

Although it took Shahid a few months to settle into 
his position at East Coast, a full-service promotional 
product and marketing company, he said he is content 
with what he has achieved so far. Along with creating 
graphics for their social media and advertising, he 
creates new designs for customers when the need 
arises. Shahid looks toward his future at East Coast 
with bright eyes, and said he plans on furthering his 
graphic design skills.

Shahid said a key to his success was a quote his mother 
told him as a young boy, which he uses to this day as  
a means of motivation.

“You can make a living doing whatever you love. Just 
look at how beautiful the world is; as an artist, you need 
to portray creation in all of its glory and bring about 
good through your art,” he quoted. 

“My brethren, count it all joy when 
you fall into various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith 
produces patience.”
     —James 1:2–3



Written by: Eden Senior

With hope, faith, and Christ as her guide, there is 
nothing Hannah Kuhnert can’t overcome. 

Kuhnert joined the graphic design program at CSU 
in the fall of 2020. During the spring of 2020, Kuhnert 
worked as the graphic design intern in the strategic 
communication department at Anne Arundel 
Community College in Maryland. Countless days of 
editing digital and print materials suddenly came to 
an end when she was let go due to the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

From the constant rush of classes, freelancing and 
internships, to the sudden feeling of doubt and 
disappointment, she was back at stage one. 

“I was desperate for answers. It took me a while  
to positively cope with all the unknown things the 
pandemic affected,” Kuhnert said.

Despite one door closing, she kept the faith that another 
would open and sought out a four-year college to 
continue studying. After researching dozens of schools 
on the East Coast, she said that Charleston Southern 
was the one school that seemed to be a perfect fit. 
Unfortunately, with the effects of the pandemic still 
raging all over the country and the uncertainties of 
reopening CSU’s campus for the fall semester, she said 
the feeling of skepticism still lingered in her mind. 

The emergence of COVID took away stability, jobs, 
and socialization, but the one thing it did give back 
was time. Time to slow down and reflect, time to be at 
home with loved ones, and for Kuhnert, it was also a 
time to reconnect with God. 

“A turning point for me was over the summer. My pastor 
back home posted a question in an online sermon that 
read, ‘what can this pandemic take away that God can’t 
give you,’” she said. 

She said, it was at that point, she realized she was 
giving too much attention to temporary things such 
as her schedule and stability and not giving enough 
attention to her faith in God. 

Once starting her first semester at CSU, she said she 
accepted that attending the school was one of God's 
many plans for her life. It has also changed the way she 
views her work. She now focuses on the smaller parts 
of the assignments, creating pieces that are personal 
and significant to her rather than just the outcome. 
Kuhnert said Assistant Professor of Graphic Design 
Andrea Glover’s high standard for assignments caused 
her to rise to the occasion and think outside of the box.

Separate from the graphic design program, Kuhnert 
also has her own photography business. What started 
as a fun hobby of going on photoshoots with her friends, 
eventually turned into a business when photos she 
posted on her photography Instagram page started to 
attract attention from people in her community. 

Former client Esther Charlotte described Kuhnert as  
an amazing photographer who makes clients feel 
natural and comfortable in front of the camera. 
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“Hannah’s style of photography commemorates that 
past really vividly and sweetly. It’s nice to have archives 
of a previous season through her lens that doesn’t feel 
distorted or contrived,” said Charlotte. 

Kuhnert admitted that she initially struggled with 
having confidence in her work and remaining positive 
through everything going on. 

“It took me a long time to get this optimistic perspective. 
Ultimately, I was reminded that I had hope as a believer 
in Christ that this was my sole purpose,” she said. 

Kuhnert said she believes that hope is often 
underestimated. Although the pandemic has put many 
obstacles in her way, it also allowed her to grow as a 
person. A period where the world was virtually at a 
standstill allowed her to prepare for transitioning to 
living on her own in a new state and new environment 
and grow in her faith with God and his plan. 

Though she has a couple more years to tackle at CSU, 
in 10 years a hopeful Kuhnert said she sees herself 
working at a design agency with values that align with 
hers. Kuhnert added that she hopes to be a creative 
director at a graphic design agency, leading teams 
of graphic designers and creating the art direction  
for clients.

Kuhnert said CSU is helping her grow more passionate 
about her work, as well as grow in her faith. 

INDIGO NEWS | SPRING 2021 | CHARLESTON SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 4

“For whatever things were written 
before were written for our learning, 
that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might  
have hope.”
     —Romans 15:4
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Ashley Boyd buck

Ashley Boyd Buck knew that reaching her goals would 
include more than hard work. 

After graduating from Charleston Southern University’s 
graphic design program in 2017, Buck went on to launch 
her online design brand, Olive Brand Studio, in January 
2019. The launch of her brand thrust the designer into 
a realm of virtual competence, taking her knowledge 
of professionalism further. Buck said she takes pride 
in her efforts, that her business specializes in strategic 
brand and “website design for female e-commerce 
businesses.” 

Andrea Glover, assistant professor of graphic design, 
said that Buck excelled in her courses, and Olive Brand 
Studio reflects the alum’s keen eye for modern and 
aesthetic creations. 

At a glance through the Olive Brand Studio Facebook 
profile, Buck’s work is aesthetically modern and keeps 
potential customers intrigued through her inspirational 
quotes and exclusive offers. Buck said she has her alma 
mater to thank. 

CSU prepared her for the professional world by 
teaching her how to work with peers and how to give 
or receive feedback. “That’s how the professional world 
works, too,” Buck said. “No matter if you are working as 
a part of a team or working for individual clients, you’re 
going to present, explain, get feedback, and be able to 
make those changes the way the client wants—without 
taking it personally.”

Buck said that social media platforms, such as Instagram 
and Pinterest, have been her biggest methods of 
communication with her audience. She added that 
plans for Olive Brand Studio began when friends asked 
her to create or design for them, eventually growing 
into a business she launched to help fellow female 
creators expand their businesses. 

“I knew that working for myself was going to ultimately 
make me happy and feel fulfilled,” she said. “I truly 
believe that strategic branding can connect businesses 
to their audiences, grow a tight-knit community, and 
help them grow their product suites too.”

Despite the unexpected effects of COVID-19, Buck 
took on 2020 with new goals in mind. After resigning 
from her previous internship, she took control of her 
business full-time, with the goal of experimenting with 
audience requests before clientele growth and team 
recruitment. 

Glover said Buck always came to class “eager to learn 
with a positive attitude.”

Looking back, Buck acknowledged that despite being 
unsure of where she would venture after her graduation, 
being positive and taking pride in her efforts helped 
to build determination for her future career. She said 
this determination would go on to strengthen her 
professional ideas. 
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“Strategic design isn't just designing for aesthetics or 
what the client wants. It's adding in business personality, 
business values, business mission and purpose, and 
really communicating the transformation the customer 
will receive with the business’s products, not just what 
the products are,” she said. 

In the spirit of a true entrepreneur, Buck said she wants 
to expand and grow her company. However, she sees 
Olive Brand Studio as being an opportunity where she 
not only works for herself, but she can explore new 
designs and continue to educate herself with current 
inspirations. It’s another lesson she credited to her 
college education.

“The graphic design program at CSU definitely taught 
me how to present my work to clients to make sure 
they can see the entire process that I took to get there 
and the best process to get to that point. What they 
taught us is, essentially, what big-time professional 
designers use for their clients,” she said. 

As a professor, Glover sees an influx of students every 
year. She said Buck’s sense of style is evident in her 
career and shaped a “wonderful design business.”

Buck said being an entrepreneur involves more than 
know how; it also requires a leap of faith. 

“There is not a correct age or number of years of 
experience that you have to have in order to start your 
own business,” she said. “Just trust your gut and go  
for it.”

Olive Brand Studio can be found at olivebrandstudio.
com or on multiple forms of social media, including 
Facebook, Instagram, and Pinterest. 
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Written by: Isaiah Stephens

Tekac, a graduate of CSU’s graphic design program 
and a former kicker on the university’s football 
team, is now a UX (User Experience) web developer 
and optimization specialist with King+Columbus,  
a marketing and advertising agency in Charleston. 

Tekac’s position with the firm requires the former 
Buccaneer to carry out a number of tasks in the process 
of creating a plethora of different websites for the 
organization’s clientele. Specifically, Tekac researches 
the interactions between consumers and products on 
the web, and brainstorms with those on the creative 
side of the agency through strategy sessions before 
taking a client’s web presence from conceptualization 
to reality. 

In order to perform his job to the best of his ability, Tekac 
said he has to stay on top of current and future trends 
in the vast world of UX web design as it is a broad field 
of work. He explained that he attends as many virtual 
conferences and workshops as possible to improve 
his skillset and expand his value to King + Columbus. 
He was quick to credit Associate Professor of Graphic 
Arts Ed Speyers for the desire to continuously improve  
his craft.

“I grew a lot under his teaching and took the knowledge 
that he gave me,” he said.

While the COVID-19 pandemic put a number of 
businesses in a state of despair, Tekac said he was able 
to grow his “digital footprint,” as the need for online 
content expanded his workload.  

Both Tekac’s passion for his craft and his character have 
not gone unnoticed at King + Columbus. Co-worker 
Reid Griffin, who called Tekac a “great friend,” said he 
marveled at the former Buc’s work ethic. Social Media 
Manager Madison Alden said she works closely with 
Tekac on various creative projects and agreed with 
Griffin’s assessment of his character.  

Outside of the graphic design program, Tekac had a 
successful college career on the gridiron. As a kicker 
for Charleston Southern, the Goose Creek native 
connected on 29 field goals during his four-year career, 
11 of which were from 40 yards or more, and made 
117/129 extra points.  

TYLER TEKAC
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“I delight to do Your will, O my God,
And Your law is within my heart.”
      —Psalm 40:8

FUN FACT:
Tyler is the new 
coach for the 
boys' soccer team 
at Ashley Ridge  
High School.
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Written by: Morgan Kirby

Born and raised in Charleston, South Carolina, Kyla 
Frazier chose Charleston Southern University to 
follow her desires to make a change in the world of 
graphic design. 

After seeking encouragement from high school art 
teachers and counselors, she knew that CSU was 
the perfect place to launch her into a career field 
that she was passionate about. 

“CSU is exactly what I was looking for,” she said. “It 
was such a great advantage to me because it is 
close to home, and I knew that this community 
would never make me feel looked over if I needed 
something.”

Frazier’s initial interest in graphic design started in 
middle school and never faded.

“I was at a point where I was still trying to figure 
out what career choice I wanted in life. My art 
teacher introduced me to jobs she thought would 
fit well with me. I knew this is a field I wanted to 
explore more,” she explained. “I always loved art, so 
I wanted to pursue a career that incorporated my 
favorite skill, and I wanted to be able to share my art  
with others.”

Frazier has a passion for creating content. 

“I knew that a graphic design major allowed me to 
dip my toes into so many different ways of creating 
visual content,” she said. “By attending CSU, I was 
able to continue gaining knowledge about creating 
graphic art, while I also have gotten the chance to 
be introduced to the digital side of graphic design.”

Her time at CSU has also allowed her to find her 
motivation. 

“Overall, my time here has allowed me to find 
motivation in knowing that I could make something 
that invokes a feeling from someone else, no matter 
the medium.” 

Following her graduation in May 2023, she plans to 
expand her portfolio. 

“I want to create more illustration pieces. My hope 
is to be a children’s book author,” she said. “I want 
to make characters or book covers that will make 
children want to read more, since reading is so 
fundamental.”

While her time at CSU is not yet over, she said that 
for her next few years, she will constantly speak  
1 Corinthians 16:13, saying, “Be on your guard; stand 
firm in faith, be courageous, be strong.”

Kyla Frazier
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“I always loved 
art, so I wanted to 
pursue a career that 
incorporated my 
favorite skill, and  
I wanted to be able  
to share my art  
with others.”
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Written by: Nicholas Patterson

Benjamin Blauch is using his graphic design skills to 
give back to the community. 

Blauch, a graphic design major, redesigned the 
logo for Project L.O.V.E, a Christian nonprofit 
organization founded in the North Charleston area, 
whose mission is to strengthen family relationships 
between parents and their children. 

“They combat the problems/issues facing families 
and communities, such as lack of self-confidence, 
low self-esteem, negative attitudes, lack of 

communication skills and lack of family-oriented 
community interactivity. One of the main mediums 
through which they communicate is through Gospel 
Music, as it helps to convey their message of hope 
and compassion,” Blauch said.

Blanch said he wanted the purpose of Project 
L.O.V.E., which stands for “Lifting Our Voices in 
Excellence,” to come through in his design.  

“The logo uses the color red, as it is commonly 
connected with love, and the color purple because 
of its frequent use in gospel music. The man and 
woman holding hands are symbolic of unity, while 
making a heart between them. They can also be 
seen as two hands coming together to form the 
heart,” Blauch said.

While Blauch no longer works with the nonprofit, 
he said he greatly appreciates the opportunity they 
gave him.  

“They are a fantastic organization, and I wouldn't 
mind working with them again in the future,” he said.  

Blauch, who originally came to Charleston Southern 
to study biology, changed his major to graphic 
design shortly before arriving on campus for his 
freshman year. He said he simply followed the plan 
God had laid out in front of him. 

Founded in 1996, Project L.O.V.E. has a very active 
presence in the community, working within public 
schools and families throughout Charleston, 
Berkeley, and Dorchester counties. The organization 
hosts a wide range of events that cater to parents 
and kids alike. 

Benjamin Blauch
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct your paths.”
   —Proverbs 3:5–6
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Written by: Angel Ortiz 

Work never stops for Byron Melvin.

Melvin, a 2014 graduate of Charleston Southern 
University, has worked for the last three years as 
a technical process specialist at Amazon Kindle. 
Melvin evaluates the graphic elements of a text 
before prepress, the process of creating and laying 
out the final printed product for production, thus 
ensuring that the visual materials are designed 
in a way to draw the user’s attention. Additionally, 
he oversees a 12-person content review team 
that implements the graphic design and serves 
as the middleman between the development and 
customer service teams. It’s a position that, Melvin 
said, requires quick thinking, a level of analytical 
skills, and the decision-making abilities to maximize 
the appearance of the product.  

Melvin credited his r ise through the ranks at 
Amazon to his work ethic and his time as a student 
at CSU. Although the graphic design program was 
in its infancy during his time as a major, he said he 
values the considerable lessons he learned during 
his tenure on the North Charleston campus, noting, 
specifically, his college internship with the South 
Carolina Stingrays.

“The opportunities I had at CSU prepared me for the 
real world,” he said.

Melvin, a first-generation college student, said he 
believes that the university provides students with 
a chance to grow and succeed in life, and during 
his time on-campus, he made it a point to take 
advantage of such opportunities. He added that 
his participation in various student organizations 
allowed him to grow as a communicator, a skillset 
he has applied to his professional life at Amazon.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Melvin has spent 
the last year working at his home in Charleston. 
While the overall impact of the pandemic on his 
duties with Amazon has been minimal, he said he 
longs for the little things in life. Gone is the relaxing 
15- to 30-minute drive that helped him transition  
to the day ahead, replaced with, as he called it, 

“work-mode” 24/7.

“It hasn’t affected my job, it has just affected things  
I enjoy about my job,” he said.

The pandemic has also had little effect on his work 
ethic, as Melvin’s mind usually drifts to work-mode, 
no matter the situation. Even while on vacation last 
summer, the CSU graduate said he could hardly 
stay away from the duties and responsibilities he 
has with the multimedia conglomerate.

“I felt like I still had a responsibility to continue 
working from a distance since working remotely 
really does not help you separate the time at work 
from the time at home,” he said. “So, I brought 
my laptop and worked the first few days while  
on vacation.” 

Byron Melvin
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“For with God nothing will be impossible.” 
            —Luke 1:37



Written by: Asia Smith

Kennedy Burks does it all. 

Burks, a senior at Charleston Southern University, has 
accomplished more than she expected in her four 
years on campus. One of her main accomplishments 
was designing President Dondi Costin’s Christmas 
card last year. Burks said she found inspiration from 
a staple of the holiday season that she had little 
experience with.  

“To begin, I did a lot of research as far as meaningful 
but not the major icons like, Christmas trees or 
ornaments, that would embody the Christmas spirit,” 
she said. “So, I switched my gears toward something 
that I personally don’t see much of, which were 
snow globes.”

Granted a sense of freedom in her printmaking class 
with Aaron Baldwin, professor of art, Burks said it 
inspired her. 

“My time at Charleston Southern has blessed me 
with so many great memories, and being a student 
has opened so many doors that makes me so 
proud to be a Buccaneer,” Burks said. “Capturing 
my testimony and memory-filled experience within 
the design process is what ultimately lead me to 
using a snow globe that represents precious and 
priceless memories that you never want to forget.”

This is not Burks’ lone achievement. Not only have 
her graphic design talents flourished, but she is 
also a cheerleader. Being a student-athlete is not 
an easy feat, but according to CSU cheer coach 
Cady Everett, Burks makes it look easy. 

“Kennedy is a great team player through 
encouragement to her teammates. She has shown 
selflessness with her willingness to try different 
stunt positions to do what’s best for the team,” 
Everett said. 

Her dedication and leadership are something that 
stuck out to her coach and allowed her to step into 
the role of being the team’s sole captain this year. 

“Kennedy is a great role model for others with 
her confidence and willingness to try new things,” 
Everett added. 

To her sisters in the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, 
Burks’ leadership is unquestionable. 

“It would be easy to say that Kennedy is just my line 
sister, but she is much more than that. Kennedy is 
my sister. She is an all-embracing confidant. There is 
nothing she cannot do,” said senior Jordan Johnson.

Burks holds the roles of vice president and chaplain 
for the AKA sorority. She also uses her designing 
skills, along with her web development minor, to 
help the organization.

“Kennedy’s major impacts our chapter tremendously. 
Kennedy is in charge of everything tech savvy. From 
fliers to social media, Kennedy’s creative eye and 
style has helped our chapter look and be at its best,” 
Jasmine Williams, AKA chapter president, said. 

Kennedy Burks
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Burks said that her experiences at CSU have shaped 
her in her personal and spiritual life. 

“One thing that comes to mind as I look over my 
college experience is that being a faithful servant 
is so important,” she said. “Whether that means 
generously contributing through my creativeness, 
athletics, or service to all mankind. I must be 
obedient and have a hand in giving back to what 
was given to me, showcasing my God-given abilities.” 

Despite her many accomplishments, Burks said she 
is not done. After graduation, she said she plans on 
getting a master’s degree and pursuing a career in 
web development.
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“He who has My commandments and 
keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And 
he who loves Me will be loved by My 
Father, and I will love him and manifest 
Myself to him.”
              —John 14:21

“One thing that comes to mind as I look over 
my college experience is that being a faithful 
servant is so important.”
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Written by: Deleth Charles

Tyler Hicks is using her graphic designs skills to spread 
His word. 

Hicks, a senior graphic design major, designed the 
Cover the Campus Prayer Guide, a book of prayers for 
CSU community members.

Hicks designed three separate versions of the guide, 
which follows the journey throughout an academic 
calendar year with timely prayers and verses, each 
contributed by Charleston Southern University faculty 
members. The same topics exist within each of the 
three versions of this prayer guide, with prayers tailored 
to fit the unique perspectives of students, parents, and 
faculty/staff.

The prayer guide can be found on the school’s website 
through Campus Ministries. 

This prayer guide was inspired through the Holy Spirit’s 
calling to Charleston Southern faculty and President 
Dr. Dondi Costin to uplift and support the CSU family 
throughout the challenges of academia, according 

to Andrea Raines, instructor of nursing, and an editor  
of the book.

“Tyler got chosen to do the book because of the 
amazing work she has done in graphic design thus far. 
She has proven herself to be quite the talented graphic 
design artist,” said Raines.

For the project, Hicks said that she was inspired by 
the existing school and prayer guides that she looked 
up for references. She said she wanted to mirror the 
school’s clean and simple designs, so she made sure 
the prayers were organized and featured simple CSU 
color borders and dividers. The same layout followed 
through all the prayer guides, but each was written to 
their specific audience.

Hicks said she was asked by one of her professors in 
early summer 2020 to be a part of the project and did 
not hesitate to jump on board for the opportunity. She 
said that she also learned that, when the Lord gives us 
opportunities, we must take them.

“I was feeling pretty down when COVID hit during the 
middle of last semester. I was worried what this was 
going to mean for me trying to find opportunities with 
everyone quarantining,” she said. “When my professor 
contacted me out of the blue in May, I felt blessed and 
truly just amazed that my professors have such faith in 
me and my work that they gave me such a big job.”

Hicks said she feels accomplished after doing this 
project and is glad her work is getting recognized more.

“This was one of the biggest projects I have had yet, 
and being it was for the school made it so much 
bigger. I wanted to make sure I did it justice,” she said. 

“Now, I feel pretty amazing. Many people have been 
complimenting me on my work. It makes me feel like 
I can do anything, and I have already gotten another 
project from a different professor about a website I just 
started working on.”

Hicks is not only great in the artistic sense, but she is 
also a great friend, according to Erin Faile, who said she 
has been with Hicks throughout her journey.

“For four years, I have watched Tyler grow tremendously 
as both an artist and a friend. I have watched her grow 
to find her unique style and what types of design work 
she enjoys the most. As friends, we have grown closer 
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together. I have been lucky to see how wonderful,  
free-spirited, and caring she is as a person,” Faile said.

Hicks said she would love to design another book in 
the future.

“I wouldn’t mind doing another prayer guide at all 
since there are so many different ways to design one,”  
she said.

She explained that she would also love to branch  
out to other genres as well, such as designing cover  
art for young adult novels, as well as illustrating 
children’s books.
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“Now may the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, that you 
may abound in hope by the power of  
the Holy Spirit.”
       —Romans 15:13
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Written by: Lauren Rowe

As a child, Sydney Moody was always drawn to the 
animated work of Walt Disney. Mesmerized by the 
artistic nature of Disney-based animation, Moody 
said she loved the emotional response generated by 
the presentation and hoped to, one day, elicit such a 
reaction through her own work.

“I love being able to tell stories with my illustrations, and 
Walt was a huge storyteller in his work, so he inspired 
me to want to help in illustrating and telling stories 
through art and pictures,” she explained. 

Moody is attempting to follow in the footsteps of her 
idol by illustrating a yet-to-be-titled children’s book 
featuring CSU’s beloved mascot Bucky as he ventures 
through the university campus and the surrounding 
area looking for buried treasure. Moody said the book, 
which is a collaboration with Miss CSU 2020, McKayla 
NeSmith, should be released sometime next year. 

Illustrating a children’s book has presented its fair share 
of challenges to Moody. As she explained, her art has 
to catch the eye of a child and keep them engaged. 
She, ideally, wants to reach all potential members of 
her audience and feels that giving Bucky a unique style 
is of the upmost importance as it will not only increase 
his appeal to the reader, but help develop his character 
throughout the story.  

While the book has impacted other elements of her 
life, such as her academics, Moody said all of the time 
and effort poured into her work has been worth it. She 
explained that the most inspiring part about creating 
a book is seeing her creation come to life. Moody said 
she hopes her work will inspire others to follow their 
dreams, no matter how big they are. 

Just like her hero Walt Disney. 

Sydney moody
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Grace marshall

FUN FACT:
Each year, a graphic design 
student is selected to create  
the cover art for Sefer. 

Grace Marshall was selected to design the cover of 
the CSU literary magazine, Sefer. The magazine is 
comprised of poems, stories, and artwork from CSU 
students. Grace also designed the entire publication. 
Her illustration work is bold and colorful. She truly 
enjoys exploring a variety of color combinations and 
drawing portraits. Oftentimes, Grace incorporates her 
detailed portraits in her design work. To view Grace’s 
full portfolio, visit xyzeta.art.
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“And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap 
if we do not lose heart.”
       —Galatians 6:9
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FINE ART AT CSU

We welcome students  
from all majors to take  
our art and graphic design 
courses. We offer an art 
minor and a graphic  
design minor. Students 
work on a variety of  
projects to develop their 
skills. Students may also 
take an art course as  
a free elective.

Alannah Gaetan | Graphite & Charcoal

Alyssah Gaetan | Charcoal Alyssah Gaetan | Graphite

Alannah Gaetan | Charcoal

The Art and Graphic Design department offers a variety of fine art courses which  
include: drawing, illustration, and painting. 
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Kaitlyn Clamp | Stippling 

Lynsey Dethier | Stippling Lee Willey | Stippling 
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FINE ART AT CSU
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All work by Kaitlyn Clamp | Charcoal

FINE ART AT CSU
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Kathryn Brock | Acrylic  

Hannah Kuhnert | Acrylic  Tyler Hicks | Acrylic  

Victoria Maxwell | Watercolor & Ink

FINE ART AT CSU



Art Director: Assistant Professor Andrea Glover
Editors: Dr. Jason Peterson and Jan Joslin

A special thanks to the CSU marketing department 
and Dr. Jason Petersonʼs Multimedia Writing and 
Reporting class.

www.charlestonsouthern.edu
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